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West Bengal State University
B.AJB.Sc./B.Com. (Honours, Major, General) Examinations, 2012

PART-I

HISTORY - HONOURS

(New Syllabus and Old Syllabus)

Paper- II

Duration : 4 Hours Full Marks: 100

Candidates are required to give their answers in their own words as jar as practicable.

TheJigures in the margin indicate fullmarks,

( NEW SYLLABUS)
Answer Question No.1 and any jour-from the rest.

~~\ ~ \£l~\ \5fOUc<T-~ ~ ~ ~ Wli

4 x 5 = 20J. Answer any jour of the following questions: .
~~ ~~m~~c<T-~~ ~ '~Wl ~

a) What is the importance of Inscriptions and Numismatics as source materials of
the early medieval history of India?
\5lWT ~~.Jfu:r \SH1C\!)~ ~f\!l~GJi~ \S9fI'IfIr! ~ (pf~ '{3 ~ ~~ ~ ?

b) What was the difference between the Ghaznavid and Ghurid invasions?

~ '{3 ~ ~ct ~ ~~ 9fl~ ~ ~ ?

c) Do you consider the second battle of Tarain (1192) as a watershed in the
history of India ?
\5f!~ ~ ~ ~ c<T'\!)~ffl:(fl~ ~ ~ (1192) '161~~~ ~~GJi~ iSf'4f<j161f@Tcqsl?

d) Trace the decline of Buddhism in Bengal in the later Pal period.
~ 9flC1 ~ ~\'C'l'rn ~~ '5l'(f~~ ~'f Wli

e) Do you think that the Bay of Bengal was converted into a "Chola Samudram" ?

\5f!~ ~ ~ ~ c<T~~~' ~CDfc1~' 9f@'f\5 ~G~RG1 ?

Why did Raziya fail ?

~ ~ ~~ ~G~RG'4"i ?

Briefly mention the main points of Ftruz Shah Tughluq's revenue measures.

RPG~liSf ~ ~~'4G<ql~ ~ ~ ~ 'Jf\~9f '5lfG'4ft)"if ~ I

Write a short note on Mahmud Gawan.
~ 'i1l'{3m ~ \£l<t$ 'Jf\~~ ~ ~~ I

f)

g)

h)

IF-138 I



Answer any four questions : 4 x 20 = 80
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2. How did the tripartite struggle between the Palas, the Pratiharas and the
Rashtrakutas to establish hegemony over Northern India affect contemporary balance
of power ? 20

~ ~ ~~ ~N>~1<pCt1 9fM, ~ \£l<!~~ ~ ~ ~ >j~<plci1~ ~W>jl~Jc<P ~
<P(31~ ?

3. Trace the growth of Bengal as a regional power under the leaderships of Dharmapala
and Devpala. 20

~9fM '8 ~~ ~ ~~ffl ~ ~ <!l~C'fBf~~ ~~~. I

4. Give an account of the local self-government under the Cholas. How does it reflect on
the nature of the Chola state? 12 + 8

CblC10'BI ~~ ~ ~11>j~;qJ;q~1~ \£l~ ~~ ~ I CDM ~ ~ ~ ~<tJ ~ ~N>~~\b

~c~~ ?

5. Who coined the term 'third urbanization' in the context of early medieval India? Write
a brief note on the debate relating to urbanization in early medieval India. 4 + 16

~ r{'i'BmJ~' ">j"~q ~ ~ ? ~ ~<tJ<J,C'iB'l~l~C\!) r{'i'ffin:I~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ \£l~ ">j"~
f1fp~ '6l1CC11b~1~ I

6. What is meant by Khalji Revolution? Assess its significance in Indian history. 8 + 12

~ ~~ ~ ~ ~ ? '61~C~~ ~N>~C>j \£l~ ~~9f<f ~~ ~ I

7. Trace the evolution of the Muslim Kingship in India from Iltutmish to Alauddin Khalji.

20

8. Discuss the contribution of the Turks in the development of various technologies
during the Sultanate period with particular reference to the Textile Industry. 20

OO~'61C;q <rnr{ ~ ~"<I ~ >rC1\!)lef)~C'iB'l~ ~ \5t1N>C\!) '{!$1UT~~ '6l1CC11b~1~ I

9. Analyse the various trends in the Bhakti movement from the fourteenth to the
sixteenth centuries. What was its importance in the social and cultural history of early
medieval India ? 10 + 10

~ C~ ~ ~ ~ ~ \5I1C~1C1C~~ ~ ~~M ~~ ~ I • ~~'iRI '61~CG~
>jl~lf@t<p '8 ~~~ ~N>~C>j \£l~ ~~ ~ ?

10. Discuss the background of the Mughal-Afghan contest for the supremacy in Northern
India between 1526 - 1556. What were its results? 12 + 8

~ ~l~C\!) (1526 C~ '1556--uj~~<tJ) ~~ ~ ~ ~ ~-~'i'flr{ ~ 9j'G~~<pl \5I1CC11b<il

~ I \£l~ ~C11~C1 ~ ~C~~?
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( OLD SYLLABUS )

Duration : 4 Hours Full Marks : 100
Candidates are required to give their answers in their own words as Jar as practicable.

TheJigures in the margin lndicate full marks.

Answer Question No.1 and any Jour from the rest.

)"il, ~ \£l<T, ~ c<r-c<mon~ ~ ~ ~ I

1. 4 x 5 = 20Answer any Jour of the following questions:

c<I-c<mon~ ~ ~ ~ g

a) Why were 'Mandalam' and 'Valanadu' so important in Chola polity?

CDM~~ '~~''8 ''6W1t"'l!~' ~~~~q?"
What was 'Chihalgant' ? Who destroyed their power and why?

'~~' ~ ? c<fl,~ \£l~ ~ ~ ~fGc~f~rJl1"'l ?

What is meant by the Khalji Revolution?

~~~<p~~~~ ?

b)

c)

Who were the muqtis ?

~~~~?

Assess Malik Kafur's contribution to Khalji imperialism.

~ Jj!tl!iS1J<l1-r ~ mm <pl~(J1~ ~ \5I1CC4w.:rt~ I

What were the architectural characteristics of the Adina Mosque?

~ ~Jj~WT~ ~~ ~ ~~M ~ ~ ?

Why is the battle of Talikota one of the decisive battles in the history of India?

\!?mC\5~ ~~CJj ~tfd1c<fifGt~ <p.il ~ ~cfur<p <p.il ~ ?

h) How did Jagannath cult develop?

~'lf:fI~~ ~'6!C1 ~ '8~ ?

d)

e)

f)

g)

Answer any Jour questions:

c<r-~~~~~~
4 x 20 = 80

2. How did the tripartite struggle between the .Palas, the Pratiharas and the
Rashtrakutas to establish hegemony over northern India affect the contemporary
balance of power ? 20

~ ~ ~~ ~~0t<fiC~ 9fM, ~ '8 ~ ~ ~ ~ Jj~<fSt~"'l "lM>Jjt~JC<fS ~
<fS(J1~C4?



20
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3. What was the notion regarding kingship of the Sultans of Delhi from Iltutmish to
Alauddin Khalji ? 20

~~~ C~ 'bllC11@RT~ ~ ~ ~ >rC1~l~Cq~ ~1i$f~~ ~ ~'11 ~ ~ ?

4. Discuss the reforms of Firuz Shah Tughlaq. To what extent was he responsible for the
downfall of the.Delhi Sultanate? 12 + 8
fuc~ri$f ~ ~'(jC1r;<tl~ ~~~M \5HCC11!)~1~ I Nm >rC1~r.n ~ ~ ~ ~ ~"<IlR ~
~? '

6.

Write a brief note on the debate relating to the urbanization in medieval India.

~~'i'f ~ ~'iBmrct~,~ M~~ro~,~9( ~ ~ I •

Discuss the role of nobility during the Turko-Af&hanperiod.

~-\5If<:p'i'fr.1 'IC'i'f 'blfQ,i$fr~ c~ ~ \511CC1r!)~1~ I

205.

7. What were the roots of conflict between Vijaynagar and Bahamani kingdoms ? To
what extent religion was a factor behind this conflict? 20

8. Discuss the various trends of the Bhakti movement. What was its impact on the social
and cultural life of medieval India ? 10 + 10

~ 'blW111C1C~~~ ~~M \511CC11!)~1,~ I ~~~ ~l~C~~ )jl~l~<P 18 ~,~ ~ ~~ ~ f.$
~?

9. Discuss the contribution of the Turks in the development of various technologies
during the Sultanate period with particular reference to textile technology. 20

m"1~\5fVq ~ ~~ <P@ >rC1~to'f\ <[C'i'f~ ~ @:1~C~ ~~Cq~ ~ 'bllCC11!)~1~,I

10. What was the nature of Indian maritime trade prior to the advent of the Portuguese?
Did the coming of the Portuguese bring about a change in this structure? 12 + 8

~~ ~ 'bllM~W:j~ ~ ~1~C\!)~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ? ~~ 'bllM\5(<l ~~ <pl~lC~l~ f.$
~~~~?


